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What wonder then that the church j

vhuh continues his divine mission and-

is the incorruptible depositary of his
trllth should meet the same fate The
1 iid is always true to itself side by
fOld uith the children of Gpd are ever
too Ihf t und the satellites of that great
cmim of the human race who rebel-
as IK V as from the beginning to the
jnnvt high has been designated in the
go jiri as the prince of this world and
lull I it is that the world in the pres
in1 nf the law and of her who pre
g nts the law to at in the name of God
i rs centered within itself with un
n dMind pride the spirit of an inde I

j hnce to which it has no right Ah I

Jww oiten in more stormy times have
th enmy banded together with un
t akable cruelty and with the most
1jr aced injustice for the mad enter
I St of nullifying the divine work

hn one form of persecution failed
tihPijs II ere resorted to The Roman
< loJrp for tliree long centuries abus
jn Ithp brute force it possessed multi

M martyrs throughout every one of
itst flrnniM and bathed with thpir

II lid efry sod of the soil of this sa
U Row and the united forces o-

fI

10 ir V nov masked brazenlyI by so
llutrj and by treachery endeavored

I M destroy at least harmony and unity
N xt came like a devastating storm

r tn hordes of barbarians from the
nmh and Isiamism from the south
Iaxing ruin and desert in their tracks
Fd too while the sad legacy of hatred
i iard the spouse of Christ continue-
st pass on from age to age a Caesar

r iim follows suspicious and tyrannical
jealous of anothers greatness even
ihouph that greatness enhanced its
e tI n and this Caesarism unrelentingly
rI1 Ih > assaults to oppress her libf y and to usurp her rights It is Itough to make the heart bleed to see
V thus often hemmed around with
diTirulties and untold sufferings Yet
triumphing over all obstacles violence
umli oppression spreading her peaceful
letits ever wider saving the glorious
rafiimony of the arts of history sci
tiro and letters Infusing the whole or-

ganization
¬

of human society with the
ppint of the gospel who has formed

t that civilization which has been called
fhrntlan and which has endowed the I

nations which have come under its be
I sign influence with equity in their
I laws gentleness in their customs the
i

3otf ciion of the weak compassion for I

thr poor and the unhappy respect for-
th right and the dignity of all and

nn rutnt upon all this as far as is
IWMble in the midst of human turi-

n that peacefulness of civil life
whifh flows from the best harmony be
tflfn liberty and justice

An1 vet even in the face of all these
I proofs so patent prolonged and sub

Jim of hr intrinsic goodness we be
Im1 l the church in periods nearer to
our own not less than in the middle
HEfs and in ancient times involved in
onflicts which in one respect have
lir n more difficult and painful still
Tin ugh a series of well known histor

I ia causes the socalled reformation-
f the sixteenth century raising the I

t Innner of revolt sought to wound her
t thr heart by waging a Here war on

hi papacy and having broken the
anrimt bond of unity of jurisdiction
find faith which gathered the nations
tnEPthr undr maternal wings in one

I
10141 and which often through the har

t ntnpx of aims it insured doubled the
I Mfnjrth their prestige and their glory
I thus vocalled reformation Introduced
I into the ranks of Christianity a de
I pIMablp and disastrous division By
r this we fo not mean that it was at first

intended to banish from the world the
way of the supernatural truthsbut

with the rejection on the one hand of
1h prerogative of the Roman see the
< flVrtive and persevering cause of
unity and with the establishment on
the other of the principle of private I

iudpment the whole structure of the
IP ine edifice was shaken to its foun I

oatons and the way paved for infinite
variations doubts and denials even in I

IMttoif of capital importance so as to-

M rj aRs even the expectations of the
I

immators themselves
Th way thus opened the proud and

I Koflin philopophism of the eighteenth
I

pntury makes Its appearance and goes
still further It ridicules the sacred
odex of the scriptures and repudiates

the entire body of divinely revealed
tiuths with the ultimate aim of ex-

tinguishing
¬

I

in the conscience of the na-
tions

¬

all religious belief of eradicating
ill traces of the Christian spirit From
these sources flowed the fatal and
disastrous systems of rationalism and
iMinheism naturalism and materialism
whhlt revived under other forms an
lPht errors long since triumphantly
Jfiej by the fathers and the apolo
mats If Christian times in such wise
that the proud spirits of modern times
crowing purblind through their passion
for seeing too much of themselves
have oino to err as foolishly as even
Paganism itself about the attributes of

the human soul and the immortal des ¬

tinies for which it is privileged
In this way the war on the church

assumed an aspect of greater gravity
than in past times oWIng both to thefury and the universality of the as-
sault

¬

For modern disbelief does notstop at doubting or denying this or
that truth of faith but impugns the
whole body of the principles conse ¬

crated by revelation and supported by
sound philosophy those sacred and
fundamental principles which teach
man the supreme end of his existence
keep him within the bounds of duty
inspire him with courage and resigna-
tion and by promising him incorrup ¬

tible justice and perfect happiness be-
yond

¬

the tomb inculcate upon him the
necessity of subordinating time to eter-
nity

¬

earth to heaven And what is
substituted for these dictates for
these incomparable consolations of
faith A frightful skepticism which
freezes the heart and stifles every mag ¬

nanimous aspiration of the conscience
Unhappily these fatal doctrines have-

as you see venerable brothers passed
from the domain of ideas into every
day life and the public order of things
Great and powerful states are con-
stantly

¬

putting them into practice un ¬

der the Impression that in so doing
I they are leading the van of civil prog-
ressIj The public authorities as though
they were not bound to receive and
to reflect in themselves all that is
soundest in moral life hold themselves
absolved from the obligation of pub-
licly

¬

honoring God and it only too
often happens that while vaunting
their indifference to all religions they
oppose the only one established by God

This system of practical atheism was
bound to produce and has produced a
deep disturbance of the moral order
for as even the famous sages of pa-
ganism

¬

clearly saw religion is the
chief foundation of justice and honesty
When the ties which hind man to God
the absolute and universal legislator-
and judge are once broken nothing-
is left but the mere simulacrum of a-
morality purely civil or as it is de ¬

scribed independent which prescind-
ing

¬

as it does from eternal reason and
the divine precepts leads inevitably by-

a natural descent to the ultimate and
fatal consequence of constituting man-
a law unto himself Man thus rendered
Incapable of rising on the wings of
hope to supernal blessings will seek
but an earthly food in the maximum of
the enjoyments and stimuluses of life
sharpening his thirst for pleasures his
cupidity for wealth his avidity for
quick and extravagant gains without
any regard to justice inflaming his
ambition and his passion to gratify it
even illegitimately and finally gener ¬

ating in him contempt for law and pub-
lic

¬

authority and a general licentious-
ness

¬

which brings with it a real de ¬

cadence of civilization
Are we exaggerating the unhappy

consequences of this grievous disturb ¬

ance No for the reality before us
lends only too much confirmation to
our deductions and it is clear that un ¬

less the evil be repaired in time the
baser of civil society are tottering and
the very principles of right and eternal
morality are being unhinged All parts
of the social system beginning with the
family have already suffered much
For the lay state without considering
either the limits or the essential scope-

of its powers has laid a sacrilegious-
hand upon the conjugal bond by de-

priving
¬

it of its religious character it
has invaded so far as it could the nat¬

ural rights of parents in the education-
of their children and in many places it
has destroyed the stability of marriage-
by affording legal sanction to the ill
starred license of divorce Everybody-
sees the kind of fruit this has produced
There is a vast increase in the num ¬

bers of marriages based solely on ig ¬

noble passions and hence in a short
time either dissolved or degenerating-
into tragic strife or scandalous infidel-

ity
¬

wo say nothing of the innocent off-

spring
¬

neglected or perverted by the
bad example of their parents or by
poison administered to them by an of ¬

ficially lay state
With the family is also involved the

social and political order especially
owing to the new theories which falsi
fv the just conception of the sovereign
power by falsifying its origin For ad-

mitting
¬

that the authority of ruling
springs formally from the consent of

the multitude and not from God the
supreme and eternal principle of all
power it loses in the sight of those sub ¬

ject to it its most august character and
degenerates into an artificial sovereign-

ty and mutablebased upon a shifting
foundation as is mens will It Is not-

a fact that we see the effects t f this
public laws which tooalready in the

often instead of being written reason
represent only numerical force and the
prevailing will of a political party By

tills very fact the licentious appetites-

of the multitude are flattered a free
rein is given to popular passions which
disturb the laborious peace of citizens
until in extreme cass the passions are
checked by violent and sanguinary re ¬

pression

RIOT OF RUSSIAN PEASANTS

Government Officials Receive Many
Threatening Letters

St Petersburg April 26The peas ¬

tints in the Poltava and Kharkoff prov ¬

laces where 18000 are reported to be
Peileipating in riots 0 have already
tarked eighty estates where they de-

stroyed everything they could not
Canr off

The hole region is terrorized and-

Iafldocr rs and stewards are fleeing
foi sa f The fear is increasing that
1nsrkoff and other towns will be at
talked Some of the authorities are

showing weakness and pusillanimity
while others are cruelly vigorous and
are causing wholesale floggings of per ¬

sons arrested
The agitation at Moscow is so serious

that the czar has relinquished Jus in ¬

tention of spending the Russian Easter
there The ministers including M De
Witte the minister of finance continue-
to receive letters threatening them with
death I

I

JJlme breathes its mists on the vast
ocean of ages and rolls along the sur-
face

¬ I

I

forgetfulness
the dark impenetrable fog of

ifN6lAND Will PAt IfflOtilS
Will ADMIT Jilt ARt DtffA ltD

YORK April 30W Bourke Cockran who has just returned from a trip to Rome Egypt and London saidNEW in his opinion if the Boers will make an oral concession of defeat the English will pay them almost any
sum to restore their destroyed homes and repair the ravages of war In other words he said England is ready

and anxious to pay a large amount of money to bring about peace in South Africa

London April 30The officials of the foreign office say they do not expect definite news regarding peace much
earlier than a fortnight from date Meanwhile they consider the prospects favorable The question of amnesty to
the Cape rebels is understood to constitute the obstacle at present

The war office received dispatches from Lord Kitchener today but he made no mention of surrenders
Operators on the stock exchange were busy with pea e rumors but they were all very intangible The Boer

commandoes were said to have surrendered This later was supplemented by the New York report that General
Delarey and three commandoes had given themselves up As a matter of fact Delarey arrived at Klerksdorp April 24

and his commands under General Kemp were arranging to hold a meeting westward of that place during the present
week A dispatch from Pretoria dated today announces that Secretary of State Reitz of the Transvaal has had a
meeting with Commandant Ryers in the Petersburg district but that the result if any is not known

An olcial estimate of the total cost of the South African war to March 31 1903 places the amount at nearly
223000000

Pretoria April 30Tn pursuance of an understanding reached by the Boer delegates at the conference recently
held here the delegates are busy visiting the burghers in the field

General Botha the Transvaal commanderlnchief Acting President SchalkBurger of the Transvaal General
I Delarey General Lucas Meyer commanderinchief of the OrangeFree State and General Dewet have each taken a

separate district for the purpose of conferring with the commandoes as rapidly as possible After these conferences-
a general meeting has been arranged for at Vereiniging Transvaal May 25 when a final decision is expected

It is believed among Boers who have surrendered and other well informed persons that the peace outlook is
I favorable

BISHOPS MAY DAY JUBftE-

KiI 1

f

HT REV JOHN LANCASTER SPALDING

At this writing May 1 in tire city of

Peoria Ills the silver jubilee of Bish ¬

op Spalding is transpiring Mention of

the event is found on the page devoted-
to church news The Catholic Record
of Louisville Ky pays this tribute to
the distinguished prelate-

A prelate very near and peculiarly-
dear to the Catholics of Kentucky-
and in particular to the citizens of
Louisville where the years of his
memorable priestly life were passed is
on the eve of his silver jubilee in the
Episcopate For a twelvemonth or
more the event has been joyoutly an-
ticipated

¬

it will occur on Lady day
the first of May

The bishop of Peoria the Right Rev-
erend

¬

Dr John Lancaster Spalding s
too well known to need more than a
passing mention His name is a house ¬

hold word in Kentucky and a happy
memory in Louisville Twentyfive-
years of sacerdotal labors have a mean
iing twentyfive years of episcopal bur ¬

thens with their crossladen honors
mean much and more All these have
accumulated upon the bishop of Peoria
Kentucky the former nursery of bish-
ops

¬

has begotten and reared for the

church none more illustrious than John
Lancaster Spalding

I In intellectual force he is admitted-
ly

¬

without a peer among a distin
gUshed hierarchy In him are found-
at once the titanic mind the profound
thinker the surpassing essayist the
classic poet the master of language

I

the allsided theologian the eloquent
preacher the zealous priest the suc-
cessful

¬

administrator the beloved bish ¬

op and the ever watchful shepherd
His name is coextensive with the
length and breadth of the land and his
fame is none the less abroad

Such in very brief is the bishop of
Peoria whose jubilee is at hand His
is a merited one It is not only the
fullness of his Episcopal years but
the crown and fruition of his unremit-
ting

¬

labors and talents
In Louisville his riestly years were

beneficent years they bore blessed
fruit and are not forgotten In the
humble unpretending and gifted young
priest and man of God Who so con ¬

I

stantly and brilliantly filled QUI pul ¬

pits and drew so many benighted souls
heavenward all predicted the eminent
future time has hut verified Ken ¬

tucky greets him and honors him and
congratulates him

ihe Grain of-

mUSfua Seed-

A young priest was complaining to

an old pastor of the apparent failure-
of all his efforts to quicken the piety
and improve the morals of his charge-

Ah yes I know you have a great
deal to contend with said the elder
man but you must not be so easily
discouraged The conditions are about
the same I encountered here over forty
years ago I too was on the point of
despairing when suddenly the clouds
opened the sin appeared and gradually
things took the shape in which you
now see them

And very good shape it is sir re ¬

joined the younger priest You have
the model congregation of the diocese-
for its size We all know that

The good old priest folded his hands
meditatively for a moment then lifted
the biretta from his white hairs and
looking upward answered

Thank God my labors have been
singularly blessed But tell me do you
pray a great deal and with confidence-
in Gods promises Are you a devout
client of his Blessed Mother

The other smiled He was modest
Yes Father he replied I do pray

of course but latterly I fear in great
discouragement My people are utterly
indifferent it seems to me

So much the more need for constant
persistent unswerving prayer We must
take heaven by storm It is only the
violent who bear it away When I came
here many years ago the Catholics of
the place were just as you have de-

scribed
¬

your parishioners utterly in-

different
¬

I am sorry 4to say that a
succession of unworth priests to the
number of three had done more than
anything else to bring about this state

of affairs The bishop a good fatherly
niana man without guile if ever there
was one and therefore slow to be-

lieve
¬

evil of others especially of the
children of his householdhad un-

doubtedly
¬

been too lenitent in those
missionary days when priests were so
badly needed The result was that sev-
eral

¬

families had gone over to the
Methodists who were very strong in
the town at that time

Well I labored for months without
avail Mass was but slimly attended
the children went to the public school
or district school as it was then called-
I never had more than two or three
communions on Sunday and so like
yourself I began to grow discouraged
Soon after Christmas I organized a
Sunday school which was also poorly
attended There were perhaps twelve
children The time for preparation for
first communion drew nigh There
were six children eligible four boys
and two girls These I took daily for
instruction Among the six werp two
boysgreat friends bright little fel ¬

lows and very attentive to my teach-
ings

¬

They were not much over ten and
were the youngest of the group still
innocentI could see it in their eyes

One day the thought suddenly took
possession of mesuddenly I say after-
I had knelt long in thanksgiving after
massthat I would ask the prayers-
of these good children for my particu-
lar

¬

intention Our Lord cannot resist
the entreaties of a pure fervent child
I did so they promised to pray with all
their hearts The day aster first com-
munion

¬

they came to me
Father said one we want to be

very good boys after this and we are
going to ask you if we may come every
Sunday afternoon and tell YOU about
what we have done during the week
good and bad

Who put this idea into your heads
boys I asked in surprise

No one replied the spokesman
We just thought it wouldplease Al ¬

mighty God and make you glad father
who have taken such pains with us it

I
w e would keep on trying to be very
good now that we have made our first
communion

I The permisison was gladly given
I The boys came regularly They told

their little tales and in turn I gave
I
I them further instructions and related
inspiring incidents in the lives of the

I saints which they later reported to
their young companions and in their
homes Alter a while one of the moth-
ers

¬

came to thank me or the care I-

was taking of her boy and offered to
take charge of the altar The next
week the other mother made her ap ¬

I pearance and not to be outdone by
I her neighbor In good offices kindly
volunteered to sweep the church once-
a fortnight and wash the altar linens
Soon came other mothers asking that-
I take their boys under my wing for
special instructions the good conduct-
of my little missionaries had so edified
them

It was then I reorganized the Sun ¬

day school which had after the first
communion days become a thing of the
past The children did really well and
very soon a proposition was made to
introduce the sisters for the girls I
offering to teach the older boys in a
day school The people came forward
with alacrity land wasgfygn an
abandoned but excellent house bought
and moved for the accommodation of
the sisters onehalf of which was de-
voted

¬

to school purposes With the
advent of the sisters piety increased
Men and women returned to their re

ji ligious duties the Confraternity of the
Sacred Heart was established every
Catholic child in the parish and many
Protestants came to the school The
people were generally welltodo a
small monthly fee was charged From
the first our efforts in behalf of Catho-
lic

¬

education prospered well
And thus you see father how won ¬

derful and admirable are the ways of
God At the very moment when hu
hanly speaking we are ready to give
up the struggle when we can see no
rift in the dark clouds suddenly it
appears He has been listening to us
all the time he has been gauging our
faith measurin our hope He knows
how long our poor weak natures can
stand the strain he is ready at the
proper moment the whole prospect is
changed and in so simple a manner
Today I am the pastor of a truly Cath-
olic

¬

people I love them and am be ¬

loved by them they are among the
most respected and honorable of the
whole community And it all came I
truly believe from the earnest prayers-
of two little uncorrupted hearts all
from the grain of mustard seed
planted by those innocent souls in the
wonderful grace of their first holy com-
munion

¬ I

The young priest looked at the ven-
erable

¬ I

man before him sublimely un ¬

conscious in his childlike humility
that his own had been the hand which
had really sown the prolific grain of
mustard seed watered and increased-
by the piety of the two children upon
whose pure souls he had once gently
laid part of his burden But it would
have been cruel to disturb that humil-
ity

¬

and the young man said
Yes it is a wonderful story of the

providence of God It has given me
strength to begin anew And what be ¬

came of the two boys father
One is the head of a tine family

father and grandfather now to as
handsome a flock as ever any shcpherd
could boast the other has long been-
a zealous Franciscan I wanted him
for my own aid and successor but God
ordained otherwise The religious life
claimed him he is one of the most
successful missionaries of the order in
America Ave Maria

g

COCKBANS VISIT TO POPE

Says His Holiness is Stronger Than
Five Years Ago

London April 22W Bourke Cock
ran of New York who sails for the
United States tomorrow described to-

day his recent audience with the pope
He said-

It was five years since I had seen
his holiness and I rather dreaded this
visit lest I might see some of the cruel
inroads of age To my astonishment
I found the pope to be stronger men-
tally

¬

and physically then when I first
saw him The accuracy of his memory-
the sweetness of his voice and the
brightness of those wonderful eyes
seem to have been accentuated rather
than diminished by the intervening-
five years

His holiness expressed as he al-

ways
¬

does his great friendliness for
America and exhibited a keen knowl ¬

edge of American affairs Nothing re
latinfg to the Philippine islands or to
politics was mentioned our conversa ¬

tion was almost exclusively upon ec ¬

clesiastical matters The pope referred-
to the address I made in New York
uppn the occasion of his jubilee in
which I endeavored to point out the
logical right of his authority and his
infallibility He took up this theme
saying how deep was his thankfulness-
to the hand which continued to sus-

tain
¬

him in fulfilling his great duties
and how as the years passed his real-

ization
¬

of responsibility increased
Yet added his holiness I feel very

deeply that all the decrees I may make
are as equally binding upon myself as

church
upon the humblest member of the I

With bowed head and wonderful
humility the pope portrayed the im ¬

personality with which he endows his
great authority referring to which he
paid I only exercise it inj the hope to
save mankind by pointing the road-
of salvation already marked out by the
Savior

I

I
What is Contained

I In Vow of Poverty
Meaning of Nun and Explanation of Religious Orders of

WomenWhy the Vow of Poverty Contradicts the
1

Materialistic Spirit of the Age

Written for the Intermountain Catholic-
In your last issue referring to ques ¬

tions asked at nonCatholic missions-
the first propoudnded is What is a
nun

In the wide acceptation of the term
nun is applied to any member of a re-
ligious

¬

order that is when a number of
females live in retirement and accord ¬

ing to certain rules Derived from the
Sanskrit nana which is the equivalent-
ofI mother it meant originally a term-
of respect In its strict acceptation it
refers to a woman who consecrates herI

life to God under three vowspoverty
chastity and obedience and lives in-
a convent subject to certain rules

I Religious orders which mean an as-

sociation
¬

of convents that acknowl-
edged

¬

I First a motherhouse and sec-
ondly

¬

I a general superior date from
the tenth century and are divided Into

I active and contemplative The former
devote their lives to teaching preach-
ing

¬

t nursing the sick and looking after
the wants of the aged and feeble who
because of their poverty are unable to
provide for their own wants All alike
regardless of their special avocations-
to be entitled to the name nun must-
in the Catholic sense have made the
three vows already mentioned-

The vow of poverty means love and
respect for the poor and is directly an-
tagonistic

¬

to the prevalent spirit of the
age Poverty in the abstract has no

I real existence and can be seen only in
individuals or families who try to eke
out a miserable existence on a mere
pittance The world hates poverty and
considers it an evil rather than a
blessing A kindly generous feeling
often displayed does not diminish the
hatred of poverty or disrespect enter-
tained

¬

for the poor Hence a vow of
poverty which literally means that
poverty js preferable to riches and
that the poor are more enviable than
the rich is a lost virtue

Not only is poverty a lost virtue but-
it is unintelligible to our age and coun-
try

¬

Born in a Christian land sur ¬

rounded by Christian influence how
few imbibe the Christian spirit of the
Good Master whose counsel to the
young man was first to sell what he
possessed and secondly distribute-
the proceeds to the poor Voluntary
distribution of accumulated wealthapart from the counsel of Christ sel-
dom

¬

reach the poor The colossal for ¬

tune of Cecil Rhodes will not lessen
pauperism in England or alleviate the
squalid wretchedness that infests the
garrets of London Andrew Carnegie
disposed of his possessions and distrib ¬

uted millions not to the poor who
created his wealth but for the artificial
wants of those who were not in need
and could supply their own immediate
wants England with its rich aristoc ¬

racy has more than a million poor per ¬

sons who go to bed at night without
knowing how or where they may se-
cure

¬

the necessaries of life on the mor-
row

¬

Not one in the million will be
benefited by the munificent gifts of
Rhodes or Carnegie

Christian socialism which not only
makes voluntary provisions but binds
itself by a vow to love and respect-
the poor Is the only real true practical-
and effective sympathy What is Cecil

I Rhodes or Andrew Carnegie as com-
pared

¬
I
I with Vincent de Paul who found-

ed
¬

the Sisters of Charity for the sole
I purpose of consecrating thein lives to
the sick and needy Their vow of pov ¬

erty transcends all that human inge-
nuity

¬

could Inventor the laws that
statesmen would enact to preserve the
equilibrium that should exist in a
Christian nation Itis an antidote
against greed and to it the nun di ¬

vorced from the world becomes wedded
and as a spouse of Christ must prefer
poverty to riches and love the poor
who are the representatives of Christ

But the world ever ready to justify-
its greed and its efforts to become rich
by fair or foul means will object to a
vow that is contrary to all human In-
clinations

¬

and will add that it Is rarely
carried out Hence the conclusion that
being unnatural it is a superstition

One of the strong impulses of human
nature doubtless is greed or avarice I

That cannot be suppressed by natural tI means Over and above the natural
comes the supernatural whose aim and
end are to gain a victory over the pas ¬

I sions and subject them to reason The
will stands between reason and the
senses which act upon It in opposite rdirections The reason as a dry mon ¬ i

itor points out the right course to pur ¬

sue This Is opposed by all the senses
which incline the will and that being
the natural bent of the will it will nat ¬

urally follow the dictates of the senses
and reason without supernatural aid
cannot change its course The senses
crave celasures To satisfy these crav-
ings

¬

money is needed Hence cupid ¬
ity In a secondary sense becomes nat ¬

I ural and If it cannot be obtained le-
gitimately

¬
the temptation is to obtain

it unjustly The intellect discerns theunjust method advises the will already-
won over by the senses Then comes
the supernatural aid which strengthens-
the will to resist those temptations sug¬
gested by the senses A vow to attain i
that end and more though opposed to
human inclinations Is under the light-
of reason and by supernatural aid not
only possible but easy and by its
very nature elevates those who make
it to a higher plane and enriches them
with a priceless treasure compared tl

with which all the goods of this earth
are but mere dross

Lazarus a poor beggar asked for the
crumbs which fell from the rich mans
table The world worshiped Dives and t

would today despise Lazarus who en-
joys

¬

infinite happiness Dives who re-
garded

¬

the world alone worth living
for died and lost all happiness A vow
to resemble the former 1 et a volun ¬

tary sacrifice of what the world holds I

most dear cannot in the Christian-
sense be opposed to reason To the
senses yes but to the true Christian
spirit never Whether rarely carried-
out

j
I

or not does not affect the princi-
ple

¬
4

No one Is perfect no age has
been perfect Christ in directing the t
young man what he should do to be
perfect told him to sell what he pos-
sessed

¬

and give it to the poor A vow 1

of poverty is in line with this evangeli-
cal

¬
icounsel and the first distinctive

feature of a nun
FELIX CULPA I

To Be Continued k j

I
A PRIEST INVENTOR-

An Italian Pastor in Denver and His
Ingeniuos Contrivance-

From time to time brief mention-
has been made in the Catholic and sec-

ular
¬

press of an Italian priest in Den ¬

ver the Rev Felix Mariano Lepore
who is making a reputation as an in ¬

ventor of great ingenuity
Father Lepores Inventions are all

very practical They Include a hos-

pital
¬

bed with an ingenious rack and
pinion device for raising a patient in
any position a salt and pepper shaker
which gives either condiment at the
will of the user a fire escape a curious
shottower and a walking beam con-

trivance
¬

for the conservation of power
which amounts almost to a perpetual
motion machine but on which never ¬

theless the United States has allowed-
a patent

Fattier Lepore left Denver April 20
for a first visit in ten years to his
home in Italy He also expected to
stop in several eastern cities and will
try to sell some of his patents-

I shall be gone three months or
even more he said to an interviewer
before his departure and I hope to get
to Rome and to see Pope Leo once
more I saw him last on April 17 1892
two days before I sailed for this coun-
try

¬

and he gave me his blessing on
my mission

The priest inventor is a remarkable-
man in more ways than one He is
the friend and counselor of every Ital¬

ian in Denver and boasts with reason ¬

able pride that there are now only
three cases of poverty his parish

ARCHBISHOP RYAN

Has Ever Been the Especial Friend of
Indians and Negroes

President Roosevelt has appointed
the Most Rev Patrick J Ryan D D
archbishop of Philadelphia Pa to the
vacancy on the board of the Indian
commission caused by the death of the

f

Protestant Bishop Whipple This is
the first recognition of Catholics in
connection with the national adminis-
tration

¬

of Indian affairs although c

Catholics have been by far the most
numerous and successful agents In
Christianizing and civilizing these
wards of the nation President Roose-
velt

¬
however is to be congratulated-

on 1making even this eleventh hour rec ¬

ognition A Philadelphia Protestant I

thus expresses the general sentiment-
on the appointment in the appended
letter to the New York Sun

Permit a Protestant to offer con ¬

gratulations to the president of the
United States and the citizens of the lUnited States Irrespective of politics
creeds or colors on the appointment It
of Archbishop Ryan ot Philadelphia on I
the board of Indian commission No i
man ever lived In Philadelphia that i
was more loved and respected than the
great and good Catholic bishop Jew I i

and Gentile Protestant and Catholic
believer and agnostic men of all po-
litical

¬

parties of all colors and races j
I unite in praise of this good man i

On the occasion of the President J

McKinley memorial meeting our Acad-
emy

¬ j

of Music was packed with the
leading men of every class and every J

t
creed Several statesmen and jurists t I
spoke with uncommon eloquence ex
Attorney General Wayne MacVeagh
among them but it is the speech of tthe archbishop of Philadelphia that will
longest be remembered by all who
heard it on that lamentable day when f
our beloved president was buried t

I Not only Is Archbishop Ryan the r
most eloquent orator I ever heard and-
I

t
have heard many such both here and

in England but he is one of the saint-
liest

i

and wisest of men in the City of il t
Brotherly Love BIDDLE 11 > J I

Archbishop Ryan has long been
known as an especial friend of the In-
dians

¬

and negroes He was the guide t
L-

and cooperator of Miss Katherine
Drexel in the foundation of the Order-
of the Blessed Sacrament which Is de ¬

voted exclusively to educational and
charitable work among the Indians and
negroes

The impression which he made on an It
observant colored man as the friend of
these neglected races was strikingly t 11

shown In the will of Colonel John Mc-

Kee on which the Pilot commented ed-

itorially
¬ f 4

last week This great arch-
bishop

¬ f

Is further commending himself Jj
to the confidence of the colored people-
by

1

his disinterested attitude In the mat-
ter I J

of the MCKee millions and his con-
sideration

¬

for the claims of the rela-
tives

¬

whom the will almost Iignores dt
Boston Pilot nj

i
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